
Artifact Reflection: 

1. What was the context in which this artifact was created?  

There are benefits and drawbacks to implementing any technology. This artifact 

is the final paper for 240:131g, Technology in Education.  It is a paper intended 

to persuade my audience that the introduction of a new instructional technology, 

specifically Blackboard, would benefit students.   

 

2. What outcome(s) (ECIT standards) were you to demonstrate in creating it?  

 
Development:  
This paper will be a part of my professional portfolio along with my final projects 
for Emerging Instructional Technology, Media Planning and Production, and 
Instructional Development.  (2.0.7 Contribute to a professional portfolio by 
developing and selecting a variety of productions for inclusion in the portfolio.) 

I created this paper using Microsoft Word and accessed a variety of text 
resources on the web.  (2.1.1 Develop instructional and professional products 
using a variety of technological tools to produce text for communicating 
information.) 

Along with the paper, I created a presentation using Power Point to argue my 
paper to the class via Adobe Connect.  (2.1.3 Use presentation application 
software to produce presentations and supplementary materials for instructional 
and professional purposes.)  

I accessed several databases to find resources for this paper including UNI’s 
Rod Library, Springer publications and Google Scholar.  (2.3.4 Incorporate the 
use of the Internet, library online catalogs and electronic databases to meet the 
reference and learning needs of students and teachers.) 

Utilization:  

Throughout this paper, I describe different ways to use Blackboard to assess 
students.  (3.1.1 Identify key factors in selecting and using technologies 
appropriate for learning situations specified in the instructional design process.) 

This paper is about implementing Blackboard in a professional learning 
community.  (3.2.1 Identify strategies for the diffusion, adoption, and 
dissemination of innovations in learning communities.)  

Throughout the paper, I describe various ways Blackboard is used to integrate 
technology in various learning contexts including the high school classroom and 



professional development.  (3.3.2 Identify and apply techniques for integrating 
ECIT innovations in various learning contexts.) 

Strategies to maintain use after initial adoption are implied by experiences 
mentioned.  When Blackboard is implemented within the PLC framework, the 
support and results make maintenance painless.  (3.3.3 Identify strategies to 
maintain use after initial adoption.)  

This paper includes information about implementing effective policies related to 
course management systems.  (3.4.4 Identify and implement effective policies 
related to the utilization, application, and integration of instructional 
technologies.)  

Management: 

I plan to present this paper, presentation and my Instructional Design final 
project, a Blackboard training course, to my administration to persuade them to 
try Blackboard at Jefferson as a model for the district.   (4.0.1 Demonstrate 
leadership attributes with individuals and groups (e.g., interpersonal skills, group 
dynamics, team building).) 

 

3. What problem(s) did you encounter in creating this paper? What did you learn from 

encountering this problem, and how can you apply this in your current or future 

professional life?  

Determining the thesis was the most difficult part of creating this paper.  It was 

similar to determining desired outcomes or selecting appropriate technologies for 

a topic.  I also had to sift through a lot of material to determine what was 

important and relevant so I learned a lot about how to read carefully and analyze 

information.  Because there was so much information it was difficult to narrow the 

focus and stay under ten pages.  Determining what information was necessary to 

include in the five minutes presentation was difficult too.  These are good 

experiences though because there will be many times when I have to decide 

what is important when I have time or space constraints in the future. 

 

4. What does this work show about you and your capabilities in relation to the identified 

standards?  

This work demonstrates that I can perform research to support a position on the 

use and implementation of an instructional technology.  This paper, along with 



my Instructional Design final project, outlines a course of action to implement 

Blackboard in Cedar Rapids Community Schools.   They provide examples of the 

promises and pitfalls associated with course management systems and include 

strategies for best practices.   I would have liked to include more information 

about strategies for maintaining use and specifics about utilization, application, 

and integration of instructional technologies, but there was not enough room in 

ten pages. 

 

5. What did completing this work teach you about yourself within the field of instructional 

technology? 

Content comes first.  I think that will be a theme throughout the master’s courses.   

From my Emerging Instructional Strategies reflection: 

Content comes first.  Throughout this class, we discussed how we need to 
choose technology based on the content and objectives.   If I use 
technology without a clear goal, it negates the effectiveness of the 
technology.   I need to have a plan before I jump on a technology band 
wagon.  If I identify my goals and objectives, I can find the appropriate 
technology for implementation or possibly find that technology is not the 
answer. 

The readings from Healy and Cuban reinforced these ideas.  Healy also 

presented new information about the physical aspects of technology use in the 

classroom and technology use for young children.  I already implement strategies 

to ameliorate eye strain in my classroom.  From Palloff and Pratt, I also gained a 

further understanding of online community and the benefits of collaboration.   My 

PLC has not used Blackboard discussion tools very much, but now I feel like I 

understand the principles behind facilitating discussion and collaboration better. 


